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A.  General information 

Party Australia 

Period covered in this report: 
1 January 2003 to 31 December 2004 

1 January 2007 to 31 December 2008 

Details of agency preparing this report Department of the Environment, Water, 
Heritage and the Arts - Australian CITES 
Management and Scientific Authorities  

Contributing agencies, organizations or 
individuals 

As above 

B.  Legislative and regulatory measures 

1 Has information on CITES-relevant legislation already 
been provided under the CITES National Legislation 
Project?  
If yes, ignore questions 2, 3 and 4. 
 

Yes (fully) 
Yes (partly) 
No 
No information/unknown 

 
 
 
 

2 If any CITES-relevant legislation has been planned, drafted or enacted, please provide 
the following details:      

 Title and date:       Status:       
 Brief description of contents:      
3 Is enacted legislation available in one of the working 

languages of the Convention? 
 

Yes  
No  
No information 

 
 
 

4 If yes, please attach a copy of the full legislative text or 
key legislative provisions that were gazetted.  
 

legislation attached  

provided previously  

not available, will send 
later 

 
 
 

5 Which of the following issues are addressed by any stricter 
domestic measures adopted for CITES-listed species (in accordance 
with Article XIV of the Convention)?  

Tick all applicable 

  The conditions for: The complete prohibition of: 
 Issue Yes No No 

information 
Yes No No information 

 Trade       
 Taking       
 Possession       
 Transport       
 Other (specify)       
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Additional comments : Some Appendix II CITES specimens cannot be imported 
commercially if there is no Commercial Import Program in place where the Scientific 
Authority of Australia makes its own non-detriment finding from information obtained 
from the country of export. Note this amendment is less restrictive than the previous 
SDM that required all wild sourced Appendix II imports for commercial purposes to have 
a CIP in place before import would be permitted. Specimens include:  

• Ramin (Gonystylus spp.)  

• Beluga sturgeon (Huso huso) originating from the Caspian Sea 

• South African Ghaap (Hoodia gordonii)  

• All specimens originating from countries not Parties to the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/trade-use/sources/declared-specimens.html 
 
All elephants and elephant products, and cetaceans are treated as if they were CITES 
Appendix I for the purposes of import to, and export from, Australia.  
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/trade-use/lists/cites/australia/index.html 
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6 What were the results of any review or assessment of the 
effectiveness of CITES legislation, with regard to the following 
items?  

Tick all applicable 

 Item Adequate Partially 
Inadequate 

Inadequate No information 

 Powers of CITES authorities     
 Clarity of legal obligations     
 Control over CITES trade     
 Consistency with existing 

policy on wildlife management 
and use 

    

 Coverage of law for all types 
of offences 

    

 Coverage of law for all types 
of penalties 

    

 Implementing regulations     
Coherence within legislation     
Other (please specify):     

 

Please provide details if available: The CITES Management and Scientific Authorities are 
committed to continuous improvement of the effectiveness of Australian CITES 
legislation. The EPBC Act and Regulations are currently under review and initial findings 
are due to be published in October 2009. 
 

7 If no review or assessment has taken place, is one planned 
for the next reporting period? 

 Yes 
No 
No information 

 
 
 

 Please provide details if available: Reviews underway 
Has there been any review of legislation on the following subjects 
in relation to implementation of the Convention?  

Tick all applicable 

Subject  Yes No No 
information 

Access to or ownership of natural resources    
Harvesting    
Transporting of live specimens    
Handling and housing of live specimens    

8 

Please provide details if available:       
9 Please provide details of any additional measures taken:       
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C.  Compliance and enforcement measures 

 Yes No No 
information 

1 Have any of the following compliance monitoring operations been undertaken? 

 Review of reports and other information provided by 
traders and producers: 

   

Inspections of traders, producers, markets    

Border controls    

 

Other (specify)    

2 Have any administrative measures (e.g. fines, bans, 
suspensions) been imposed for CITES-related 
violations? 

   

3 If Yes, please indicate how many and for what types of violations? If available, please 
attach details.  

In 2007, 7070 seizure notices were issued and 658 caution notices were issued. In 
2008, 4242 seizure notices were issued and 2208 caution notices were issued . 

 
Compliance and monitoring activities undertaken during the period have identified a 
number of instances where permit holders have not satisfactorily complied with 
conditions attached to their permits. 

Administrative measures taken in response to these findings include permit applications 
being refused on the grounds that the business operator was not able to verify that 
CITES listed goods intended for re-export had been legally imported into Australia.  

This administrative response restricts the level of trade activity that may be performed 
by businesses dealing in CITES listed specimens and seeks to improve their 
compliance behaviours.    

 

4 Have any significant seizures, confiscations and 
forfeitures of CITES specimens been made? 

   

5 If information available: 

                 Significant seizures/confiscations 

                 Total seizures/confiscations 

If possible, please specify per group of species or 
attach details. 

Number 
Total Seizure notices issued: 

2007 = 7,070 

2008 = 4,242 

Total Seizures for report 
period = 11,312      

6 Have there been any criminal prosecutions of 
significant CITES-related violations? 

   

7 If Yes, how many and for what types of violations? If available, please attach details 
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as Annex.       
Date of sentence: 19 January 2007 

Breach: Import of 23 CITES listed bird eggs 

Penalty: 2 years, 7 months imprisonment (to be released after 7 months) 

 

Date of sentence: 2 March 2007 

Breach: Import of 1 live CITES listed fish (together with 50 other live specimens 
prohibited from import) 

Penalty: 9 month intensive correction order. 

 

Date of sentence: 21 June 2007 

Breach: Import of 2 live CITES listed plants (cacti) 

Penalty: 12 month good behaviour bond without conviction. 

 

Date of sentence: 17 July 2007 

Breach: Export of CITES listed specimen (Dugong skull) 

Penalty: 12 month good behaviou bond 

 

Date of sentence: 28 February 2008 

Breach: Export of 42 live bird eggs. Import of 31 live bird eggs (CITES listed) 

Penalty: 6 month imprisonment to be released forthwith 

 

Date of sentence: 3 April 2008 

Breach: Import of 10 eggs (CITES listed specimens) 

Penalty: 4 months and 25 days imprisonment 
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Date: 4 April 2008 

Breach: Import and possession of various CITES listed plant specimens 

Penalty: 18 months imprisonment to be released forthwith and a $6000 fine 

 

Date:15 May 2008 

Breach: Import of 4 live CITES listed snake specimens (Green tree pythons) 

Penalty:$3000 fine. 

 

 

8 Have there been any other court actions of CITES-
related violations? 

   

9 If Yes, what were the violations involved and what were the results? Please attach details 
as Annex.       

10 How were the confiscated specimens usually disposed of? Tick if applicable 
 – Return to country of export   

 – Public zoos or botanical gardens   

 – Designated rescue centres   
 – Approved, private facilities   
 – Euthanasia   
 – Other (specify)   
 Comments: Seized specimens have been loaned to museums, academic institutions and 

schools for education purposes.  

They have also been loaned to law enforcement agencies including the Australian 
Customs and Border Protection Service and the Australia Quarantine and Inspection 
Service for training purposes.     

11 Has detailed information been provided to the Secretariat on 
significant cases of illegal trade (e.g. through an 
ECOMESSAGE or other means), or information on convicted 
illegal traders and persistent offenders? 

Yes  

No 

Not applicable 

No information 

 

 

 

 

 Comments:       

12 Have there been any cooperative enforcement activities with 
other countries  

(e.g. exchange of intelligence, technical support, 
investigative assistance, joint operation, etc.)? 

Yes 

No 

No information 
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13 If Yes, please give a brief description: International and national environment law 
enforcement agencies have cooperated for intelligence sharing and investigation 
purposes during the report period.  

In relation to exchange of intelligence and joint operational activities, bird smuggling 
activities involving CITES listed specimens were the subject of investigations with our 
New Zealand counterparts during this period. The result being over 400 live exotic birds 
were seized as a result of these investigations and court action has been initiated. 

In relation to investigative assistance, on behalf of (and in conjunction with) US 
Authorities (US Fisheries and Wildlife Service) several instances of unlawful hunting 
practices were investigated. The result being evidence and information was gained 
and shared for the benefit of both the US and Australian CMAs. 

14 Have any incentives been offered to local communities to 
assist in the enforcement of CITES legislation, e.g. leading to 
the arrest and conviction of offenders? 

Yes  

No 

No information 

 

 

 

15 If Yes, please describe:       

 

 

16 Has there been any review or assessment of CITES-related 
enforcement? 

Yes  

No 

Not applicable 

No information 
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 Comments:  
Three main areas have been reviewed in relation to CITES-related enforcement. These 
include: 

1. The performance and ongoing responibilities of the specialised enforcement unit has 
been assessed internally. This has resulted in a restructure with the aim of achieving 
more effective enforcement outcomes. 

2. Compliance plans have been developed and implemented for specific CITES listed 
species (or groups of species). These are developed in circumstances where either: 

a) the species represents a large proportion of overall seizures 

b) a customised approach to the regulation of a species is considered appropriate 

c) legislative changes have been made to the regulation of a particular species 

The compliance plans aim to achieve coordinated compliance and enforcement efforts 
and meet the objectives of CITES. 

3. A permit review system has been implemented. It aims to assess the level of 
compliance by permit holders with permit conditions that apply to the export and 
import of CITES listed specimens. Either a desktop or on-site review method is used to 
assess the level of compliance by permit holders. 

17 Please provide details of any additional measures taken:       

 

 

D.  Administrative measures 

D1 Management Authority (MA) 

1 Have there been any changes in the designation of or 
contact information for the MA(s) which are not yet 
reflected in the CITES Directory? 

Yes  
No  
No information 

 
 
 

2 If Yes, please use the opportunity to provide those changes here.       
 
 

3 If there is more than one MA in your country, has a lead MA 
been designated? 

Yes  
No  
No information 

 
 
 

4 If Yes, please name that MA and indicate whether it is identified as the lead MA in the 
CITES Directory. N/A 

5 How many staff work in each MA? 13 in one MA 
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6 Can you estimate the percentage of time they spend on 
CITES-related matters? 
If yes, please give estimation 70% 

Yes  
No  
No information 

 
 
 

What are the skills/expertise of staff within the MA(s)? Tick if applicable 

– Administration   

– Biology   

– Economics/trade   

– Law/policy   

– Other (specify)    

7 

– No information   

8 Have the MA(s) undertaken or supported any research 
activities in relation to CITES species or technical issues 
(e.g. labelling, tagging, species identification) not covered in 
D2(8) and D2(9)? 

Yes 
No 
No information 

 
 
 

9 If Yes, please give the species name and provide details of the kind of research 
involved.       
 

10 Please provide details of any additional measures taken:       
 

 
D2 Scientific Authority (SA) 

1 Have there been any changes in the designation of or 
contact information for the SA(s) which are not yet reflected 
in the CITES Directory? 

Yes  
No  
No information 

 
 
 

2 If Yes, please use the opportunity to provide those changes here.       
 

3 Is the designated Scientific Authority independent from the 
Management Authority? 
 

Yes  
No  
No information 

 
 
 

What is the structure of the SA(s)? Tick if applicable 

– Government institution   

– Academic or research institution   

– Permanent committee   
– Pool of individuals with certain expertise   

4 

– Other (specify)   

5 How many staff work in each SA on CITES issues? 10 
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6 Can you estimate the percentage of time they spend on 
CITES-related matters 
If yes, please give estimation 40% 

Yes  
No  
No information 

 
 
 

7 What are the skills/expertise of staff within the SA(s)? Tick if applicable 

 – Botany   

 – Ecology   

 – Fisheries   

 – Forestry   

 – Welfare   

 – Zoology   

 – Other (specify)   

 – No information   

8 Have any research activities been undertaken by the SA(s) in 
relation to CITES species? 

Yes 
No 
No information 

 
 
 

9 If Yes, please give the species name and provide details of the kind of research 
involved. 

 Species 
name 

Populations Distribution Off 
take 

Legal 
trade 

Illegal 
trade 

Other 
(specify) 

                                           

                                           

                                           

                                           

 [Please continue on separate sheet, as necessary.] No information  

10 Have any project proposals for scientific research been 
submitted to the Secretariat under Resolution Conf. 12.2? 

Yes 
No 
No information 

 
 
 

11 Please provide details of any additional measures taken:       
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D3 Enforcement Authorities 

1 Has the Secretariat been informed of any enforcement 
authorities that have been designated for the receipt of 
confidential enforcement information related to CITES? 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

2 If No, please designate them here (with address, phone, fax and email).       

 

3 Is there a specialized unit responsible for CITES-related 
enforcement (e.g. within the wildlife department, 
Customs, the police, public prosecutor’s office)? 

Yes  

No  

Under consideration 

No information 

 

 

 

 

4 If Yes, please state which is the lead agency for enforcement:  

Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 

5 Please provide details of any additional measures taken:  
Within the Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, a specialised 
investigations area (Environment Investigations Unit) is responsible for investigating 
suspected breaches of CITES related legislation.  

To achieve CITES enforcement outcomes, they work closely with the the following: 

- Australian Customs and Border Protection Service 

- Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service,  

- Australian Federal Police and their State & Territory counterparts 

- Other State and Territory agencies responsible for enforcing legislation aimed at 
protecting wildlife. 

 

Under a Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of the Environment, 
Water, Heritage and the Arts and the Australian Customs and Border Protection 
Service (ACBPS), the ACBPS enforces Australia's CITES legislation at the border. It 
also initiates investigations and prosecution action where considered appropriate. 
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D4 Communication, information management and exchange 

1 To what extent is CITES information computerized? Tick if applicable 

 – Monitoring and reporting of data on legal trade   

 – Monitoring and reporting of data on illegal trade   

 – Permit issuance   

 – Not at all   

 – Other (specify)   

2 Do the following authorities have access to the Internet? Tick if applicable 

  

 

 

Authority 
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Please provide details where 
appropriate 

 Management 
Authority 

           

 Scientific 
Authority 

           

 Enforcement 
Authority 

     The Australian Customs 
Service also has access. 

3 Is there an electronic information system providing information 
on CITES species? 

Yes 

No 

No 
information 

 

 

 

4 If Yes, does it provide information on: Tick if applicable 

 – Legislation (national, regional or international)?    

 – Conservation status (national, regional, international)?   

 – Other (please specify)?   

5 Is it available through the Internet: 

 

Yes  

No  

Not applicable 

No 
information 

 

 

 

 

 Please provide URL: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/trade-
use/lists/cites/index.html 

  

6 Do the authorities indicated have access to the following 
publications?  

Tick if applicable 
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 Publication Management 
Authority 

Scientific 
Authority 

Enforcement 
Authority 

 2003 Checklist of CITES Species 
(book) 

   

 2003 Checklist of CITES Species and 
Annotated Appendices (CD-ROM) 

   

 Identification Manual    

 CITES Handbook    

7 If not, what problems have been encountered to access this information? Developing 
nations in the Oceania region have indicated they have difficulties accessing electronic 
resources. It would be useful if publications such as the The Evolution of CITES could 
also be provided in hard copies for these Parties.  

 

8 Have enforcement authorities reported to the Management 
Authority on: 

Tick if applicable 

 – Mortality in transport?   

 – Seizures and confiscations?   

 – Discrepancies in number of items in permits and number of items 
actually traded? 

  

 Comments:         

9 Is there a government website with information on CITES and 
its requirements? 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

 If Yes, please give the URL: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/travel 

  

10 Have CITES authorities been involved in any of the following 
activities to bring about better accessibility to and 
understanding of the Convention’s requirements to the wider 
public? 

Tick if applicable 

 – Press releases/conferences   

 – Newspaper articles, radio/television appearances   

 – Brochures, leaflets   

 – Presentations   

 – Displays    

 – Information at border crossing points    

 – Telephone hotline    

 – Other (specify)   

 Please attach copies of any items. See Attachments 1 to 
17  
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11 Please provide details of any additional measures taken: Mail-outs of information 
products to travel agents, joint funding of the Australian Accupuncture and Chinese 
Medicine Association (AACMA) Endangered Species Certification Scheme (ESCS) 
http://www.acupuncture.org.au/escs.cfm. 

 

 
D5 Permitting and registration procedures 

1 Have any changes in permit format or the designation and 
signatures of officials empowered to sign CITES 
permits/certificates been reported previously to the Secretariat?  
 
If no, please provide details of any:  

Yes  
No 
Not applicable  
No information 

 
 
 
 

 Changes in permit format: Two Departmental name changes 
have taken place, sample copies of permits attached.  

  

 Changes in designation or signatures of relevant officials: See 
Attachments 18 and 19 

  

2 To date, has your country developed written permit procedures 
for any of the following? 

Tick if applicable 

  Yes No No information 
 Permit issuance/acceptance    
 Registration of traders    
 Registration of producers    
3 Please indicate how many CITES documents were issued and denied in the two year 

period?  (Note that actual trade is reported in the Annual Report by some Parties. This 
question refers to issued documents). 

 Year 1 
Import or 

introduction 
from the sea 

Export 
Re-

export Other Comments 

 How many documents 
were issued? 

386 397 78    
   

      

 How many applications 
were denied because of 
serious omissions or 
misinformation? 

6 3 1    
   

 
      

  
  

 

Year 2 
How many documents 
were issued? 

419 401 76 
   
   

 
 How many applications 

were denied because of 
serious omissions or 
misinformation? 

7 6 2    
   

 
      

4 Were any CITES documents that were issued later cancelled and 
replaced because of serious omissions or misinformation? 

Yes  
No  
No information 

 
 
 

5 If Yes, please give the reasons for this.         
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6 Please give the reasons for rejection of CITES documents from 
other countries. 

Tick if applicable 

 Reason Yes No No information 
 Technical violations    
 Suspected fraud    
 Insufficient basis for finding of non-detriment    
 Insufficient basis for finding of legal acquisition    
 Other (specify)    
7 Are harvest and/or export quotas as a management tool in the 

procedure for issuance of permits?  
Yes  
No  
No information 

 
 
 

 Comments Harvest quotas only.    
8 How many times has the Scientific Authority been requested to provide opinions? 

Engagement with MA occurs on a daily basis. 
9 Has the MA charged fees for permit issuance, registration or 

related CITES activities? 
Tick if applicable 

 – Issuance of CITES documents:   
 – Licensing or registration of operations that produce CITES 

species: 
  

 – Harvesting of CITES-listed species :   
 – Use of CITES-listed species:   
 – Assignment of quotas for CITES-listed species:   
 – Importing of CITES-listed species:   
 – Other (specify):   

10 If Yes, please provide the amounts of such fees.  
Import/export/re-export: AUD1 - 75 depending on commodity, 
purpose and duration  
No fee for Pre-CITES Certificates and Certificates of Origin 

  

11 Have revenues from fees been used for the implementation of 
CITES or wildlife conservation? 

Tick if applicable 

 – Entirely:   
 – Partly:   
 – Not at all:   
 – Not relevant:   
 Comments:         

12 Please provide details of any additional measures taken: 
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D6 Capacity building 

1 Have any of the following activities been undertaken to enhance 
effectiveness of CITES implementation at the national level? 

Tick if applicable 

 

 Increased budget for activities   Improvement of national 
networks 

  

 Hiring of more staff  Purchase of technical equipment for 
monitoring/enforcement 

 

 Development of implementation 
tools 

 Computerization   

 – Other (specify)         

2 Have the CITES authorities received or benefited from any of the following capacity 
building activities provided by external sources?  

  
Please tick boxes to indicate 
which target group and which 
activity. 
 
 
Target group O
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) 

 
 

What were the 
external sources? 

 Staff of Management Authority       

 Staff of Scientific Authority      CITES Secretariat 

 Staff of enforcement authorities       

 Traders       

 NGOs      TRAFFIC 

 Public       

 Other (specify)            
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3 Have the CITES authorities been the providers of any of the following capacity building 
activities?  

  
Please tick boxes to indicate 
which target group and which 
activity. 
 
 
Target group O
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Details 

 Staff of Management Authority       

 Staff of Scientific Authority      Ongoing training of 
Management and 
Scientific Authority 
staff. Ongoing 
training and 
assistance provided 
to Customs and other 
stakeholders, 
including the 
provision of a 24hr 
advice line for 
Customs.  

 Staff of enforcement authorities       

 Traders       

 NGOs      Ongoing advice 
provided to traders 
and members of the 
public, including the 
provision of 
information products. 
Ongoing liaison with 
NGOs. 

 Public       

 Other parties/International 
meetings 

      

 Other (specify)            

4 Please provide details of any additional measures taken: General support for regional 
Parties through transmission of notifications, general advice etc... 
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D7 Collaboration/co-operative initiatives 

1 Is there an inter-agency or inter-sectoral committee on CITES? Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

2 If Yes, which agencies are represented and how often does it 
meet? N/A 

  

3 If No, please indicated the frequency of meetings or consultancies used by the 
Management Authority to ensure co-ordination among CITES authorities (e.g. other 
MAs, SAs, Customs, police, others): 

  
Daily Weekly Monthly Annually None 

No 
information 

Other 
(specify) 

 

 Meetings             

 Consultations             

4 At the national level have there been any efforts to 
collaborate with: 

Tick if applicable Details if 
available 

 Agencies for development and trade   

 Provincial, state or territorial authorities  Australian 
Customs 

and 
Border 

Protection 
Service, 
industry 

representa
tive 

bodies, 
Departme

nt of 
Foreign 
Affairs 

and 
Trade, 

Departme
nt of 

Agricultur
e, 

Fisheries 
and 

Forestry.  

 Local authorities or communities   

 Indigenous peoples         

 Trade or other private sector associations   
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 NGOs        

 Other (specify)              

5 To date, have any Memoranda of Understanding or other formal 
arrangements for institutional cooperation related to CITES been 
agreed between the Management Authority and the following 
agencies?  

Tick if applicable 

 Scientific Authority   

 Customs   

 Police   

 Other border authorities (specify)  Australian 
Quarantine Inspection Service 

  

 Other government agencies   

 Private sector bodies   

 NGOs   

 Other (specify)         

6 Have Government staff participated in any regional 
activities related to CITES? 

 
Tick if applicable 

 Workshops   

 Meetings   

 Other (specify) Capacity Building   

7 Has there been any effort to encourage any non-Party to 
accede to the Convention? 

 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

8 If Yes, which one(s) and in what way? Non-Parties are not necessarily encouraged to 
become CITES Parties as some developing Pacific Island countries may not yet have 
the capacity to implement CITES. Non-Parties are instead invited to regional activities 
to ensure they are aware of CITES requirements and have access to information in 
order to apply CITES principles to the management of international wildlife trade and 
to investigate acceeding to the Convention. 

9 Has technical or financial assistance been provided to 
another country in relation to CITES? 

 

Yes  

No  

No information 
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10 If Yes, which country(ies) and what kind of assistance was provided?  
 

Australia' CMA has held bilateral talks with the CMA of Papua New Guinea to address
CITES issues and advice on adminstration and legislation 

Placement of an .Australian Youth Ambassador for Development with the CITES
Management Authority of Vanuatu to assist with CITES implementation and 
adminstration. 

Assisted the CITES Management Authority of Palau with CITES adminstration and 
legislation. 

 

11 Has any data been provided for inclusion in the CITES 
Identification Manual?  

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

12 If Yes, please give a brief description.       

13 Have measures been taken to achieve co-ordination and 
reduce duplication of activities between the national 
authorities for CITES and other multilateral environmental 
agreements (e.g. the biodiversity-related Conventions)? 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

14 If Yes, please give a brief description. Ongoing development of the Streamlined 
Reporting Template. 

15 Please provide details of any additional measures taken:       

 
 
D8 Areas for future work 

1 Are any of the following activities needed to enhance effectiveness of CITES 
implementation at the national level and what is the respective level of priority? 

 Activity High Medium Low 

 Increased budget for activities    

 Hiring of more staff    

 Development of implementation tools    

 Improvement of national networks    

 Purchase of new technical equipment for monitoring and 
enforcement 

   

 Computerization    

 Other (specify)          

2 Were any difficulties encountered in implementing specific 
Resolutions or Decisions adopted by the Conference of the 
Parties? 

Yes 
No 
No information 
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3 If Yes, which one(s) and what is the main difficulty? Personal and Housedold effects. 
The main dfiiculty is defining the meaning of the term and ensuring that it is adequately 
implemented under Asutralian legislation. Many of the conerns will be addressed as 
part of the working group on this issue. 
An easily accessible and up to date resource (such as a web page) listing the stricter 
domestic measures of parties would also be of use. 
 

4 Have any constraints to implementation of the Convention 
arisen in your country requiring attention or assistance? 

Yes  
No  
No information 

 
 
 

5 If Yes, please describe the constraint and the type of attention or assistance that is 
required. . 

6 Have any measures, procedures or mechanisms been 
identified within the Convention that would benefit from 
review and/or simplification? 

Yes  
No  
No information 

 
 
 

7 If Yes, please give a brief description.       

8 Please provide details of any additional measures taken:       
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E.  General feedback 

Please provide any additional comments you would like to make, including comments on this 
format. 

Thank you for completing the form. Please remember to include relevant attachments, referred 
to in the report. For convenience these are listed again below: 

Question Item   

B4 Copy of full text of CITES-relevant legislation Enclosed  
Not available  
Not relevant 

 
 
 

C3 Details of violations and administrative measures imposed Enclosed  
Not available  
Not relevant 

 
 
 

C5 Details of specimens seized, confiscated or forfeited Enclosed  
Not available  
Not relevant 

 
 
 

C7 Details of violations and results of prosecutions Enclosed  
Not available  
Not relevant 

 
 
 

C9 Details of violations and results of court actions Enclosed  
Not available  
Not relevant 

 
 
 

D4(10) Details of nationally produced brochures or leaflets on CITES 
produced for educational or public awareness purposes 
 
 
Comments B4 available at: 
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/ComLaw/Legislation/Act1.nsf/as
made/bytitle/688597E691143DDDCA257244000EDB4D?Op
enDocument 

Enclosed  
Not available  
Not relevant 

 
 
 

 







































































new zealand
Travelling to New Zealand? Whether your tastes run to 
Hobbits and Middle Earth charm, or pristine landscapes and 
down-to-earth farms, you’ll need the low-down on getting 
the most from your trip. The ‘New Zealand and Back’ guide 
has a wealth of information on travel in New Zealand: safe 
shopping tips to help you avoid wasting money on purchases 
that won’t pass Australian Quarantine; steps to follow when 
taking medicine out of Australia; travel insurance hints and 
other useful advice.

INFORMATION, TRAVEL TIPS, ADVICE…SMARTER TRAVEL















tips for travellers

If in doubt – check it out! 

�  Wildlife trade around the world

Many of the world’s animals and plants are threatened 
by uncontrolled trade.

During the past 100 years, three of the eight tiger 
subspecies have become extinct, and it is likely that 
there are now fewer than 5000 tigers left in the wild. 

Global trade in animals, plants and the various products 
made from them is controlled by the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES). 

CITES protects over 30,000 species of animals and 
plants worldwide. It aims to ensure that international 
trade in wildlife does not threaten its survival.

The import and export of wildlife into and out of 
Australia is regulated under the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

� Know before you go – how does the law 
affect you?

Some tourist souvenirs can threaten the most 
endangered species. You may be unaware that you are 
breaking the law by buying them. For example ivory 
(elephant) and turtle shell (marine turtle), are both made 
from threatened animals.

Sometimes traders won’t tell you the truth about where 
they obtained their products from. Don’t be fooled by 
statements like, ‘believe me, it’s OK’.

If you intend to buy wildlife products during your travels, 
contact the Department of the Environment and Water 
Resources before you leave or enter Australia to find out 
if you need a permit. 

�  Common issues affecting travelers

Complementary medicines

Complementary medicines are also known as 
‘traditional’ or ‘alternative’ medicines. 

Without a permit, the import or export of 
complementary medicines containing species 
such as tiger, bear, monkey, Saussurea/Aucklandia 
(found in Po Chai pills) or rhinoceros is prohibited 
under Australian law. 

These products must be declared on entering or 
leaving Australia. 

If in doubt, declare it to Customs

Corals, clams and shells

Many corals, clams and shells – and jewellery made 
from these items – need a permit to bring them into, 
or out of, Australia. Contact the Department of the 
Environment and Water Resources to see if you 
need a permit.

If you bring wildlife souvenirs or products into 
or out of Australia, make sure you do it legally.

Find out if you need approvals or permits from:

• Australian Government Department of the 
Environment and Water Resources

• Customs

• Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service

Without the correct permit, your 
product may be seized by Customs
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