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CONCERNING:








	Status of International Trade in Shark Species


	(Resolution Conf. 9.17)








1.	In the operative part of Resolution Conf. 9.17, the Conference of the Parties:





		"URGES the Parties to submit to the Secretariat all available information concerning the trade and biological status of sharks, including historical catch and trade data on shark fisheries".





2.	The Animals Committee, during its 12th meeting, held in Guatemala in September 1995, endorsed a proposal made by the Secretariat to send to all Parties a Notification requesting some specific information that will help in the preparation of a discussion paper on the biological and trade status of sharks, to be considered at the 10th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (Victoria Falls, June 1997).





3.	Consequently, the Secretariat requests each Party concerned to provide:





	a)	A description of the fishery that is directed at sharks in its area and a list of the countries participating in the fishery;





	b)	Details of total shark landings, if known, and of landings by species, if available;





	c)	A list of the shark species known to be commercially fished by vessels under its country's flag;





	d)	A list of all the shark species known to be landed in its country;





	e)	Information on whether there are foreign fleets based in its country that do not report their landings;





	f)	A list of fisheries in its region that are known to have a significant by�catch of sharks and quantitative information about this by�catch;





	g)	Details of biological status of the species, if known;





	h)	Historical information on the international trade and its characteristics; 





	i)	Statistics on its country's imports and exports of sharks (by species if possible) including parts and derivatives (e.g. fins, oil, fresh, frozen, salted meat, etc.); and





	j)	An indication of whether the specimens in trade come from sharks whose landing was reported.





4.	The CITES Secretariat would be grateful if the Management Authorities would communicate this request to the authorities competent for shark fisheries and trade in their countries.





5.	The Parties are invited to submit the above information to the Secretariat.  In order to be considered, such information should be received by the Secretariat as soon as possible, but no later than 11 December 1995.
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