No. 1999/65
Geneva, 30 September 1999

CONCERNING:

GUYANA

Recommendation to suspend trade

1.
Decision 10.64 directs the Standing Committee to decide whether Decision 10.18, paragraph a), shall apply or not to the Parties referred to in Annex 1, paragraph 10, of document Doc. 10.31 (Rev.). These are Parties whose national legislation is believed generally not to meet the requirements for implementation of CITES; that did not comply with Decision 6 a) directed to the Parties, adopted at the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, by reporting improvements in their legislation; and that are engaged in significant amounts of international trade in specimens of CITES species. Guyana has been identified as one of these Parties.

2.
Guyana became a Party to CITES on 27 May 1977. Since that time, the Secretariat has raised concern about Guyana’s inability to implement and enforce the Convention because of its failure to adopt the necessary legislation. Guyana has been the subject of a CITES project (A-097) to develop a model law for CITES that would allow for the full implementation of CITES and its provisions in Guyana. The Secretariat submitted this model to the Government of Guyana on 11 September 1996.

3.
The inadequacy of Guyana’s legislation has been brought to the attention of the Management Authority repeatedly, and the Management Authority has been aware, since the 10th meeting of the Conference of the Parties, in June 1997, that it might be the subject of a recommendation to suspend trade in specimens of CITES species.

4.
In spite of the significant assistance given to Guyana by the Secretariat (e.g. the preparation of a model law) and by the United States of America (i.e. consultancies, support of the embassy in Turkeyen), the Government has not adopted legislation that generally meets the requirements for the implementation of the Convention. 

5.
Pursuant to Decision 10.115, the Secretariat expressed its concerns at the 40th and 41st meetings of the Standing Committee (March 1998 and February 1999).

6.
As a result, the Standing Committee agreed at its 41st meeting, that unless the Secretariat was satisfied by 30 September 1999 that a new adequate law had entered into force or was expected to enter into force in Guyana, it should inform the Parties that the Committee had determined that, from that date, Decision of the Conference of the Parties 10.18, paragraph a), was applicable to Guyana.

7.
Since the 41st meeting of the Standing Committee, the Secretariat has requested the Management Authority of Guyana to advise it of any new legislation. A letter of 30 July 1999 was received providing a draft of legislation for the implementation of CITES. This letter stated that the Protection of Particular Species of Prescribed Fauna and Flora Regulations, 1999 is in its final stages of enactment in Guyana. However, the Secretariat has informed Guyana that the proposed regulations do not meet all the requirements for the implementation of the Convention. The draft sent to the Secretariat did not include the schedules that were mentioned in the provisions. Consequently, all the species listed in the appendices of CITES, as well as parts and derivatives of all animals and plants, would not be covered by the law. In addition, the Secretariat has not received any indication that this draft legislation has been submitted to the National Assembly or other legislative body of Guyana. 

8.
The Secretariat has consequently been unable to report any progress to the Standing Committee.

9.
Therefore the Secretariat hereby informs the Parties that, pursuant to decision 10.18, the Conference of the Parties recommends that, from 30 September 1999, all Parties should refuse any import from and export or re-export to Guyana of CITES specimens, until further notice.







