
Decision tree for “Captive” options 
 

Q1 Will returning the animal to the wild make a 
significant contribution to the conservation 
of the species, including through education 
and other means? 
Contact local experts, IUCN, or appropriate 
IUCN/SSC Specialist Group 

Q2 Have animals been found to be disease-free 
by comprehensive veterinary screening and 
quarantine? 

Q3 Is space available in non-commercial 
captive facility (e.g. lifetime-care facility, 
zoo or rescue centre)? 

Execute agreement and 
transfer 

Pursue options for 
“Return to the wild” 

Quarantine and screen. 
Are animals healthy, or 
can they be treated for 

infection? 

Are institutions 
interested in animals for 
research under humane 

conditions? For 
Appendix-I species 

research shall benefit 
captive or wild 

populations of that or 
closely related species 

Execute agreement and 
transfer 

Q5 Are institutions interested in animals for 
research conducted under humane 
conditions? For Appendix-I species, research 
shall benefit captive or wild populations of 
that or closely related species 

Q6 Is the species listed in Appendix I  
or regarded as endangered or critical? 

Q7 Is there a commercial facility breeding this 
Appendix-I species and is that facility 
interested in the specimens? 

Q8 Are there grounds for concern that sale will 
stimulate further illegal or irregular trade? 

Q4 Are private individuals able and willing to 
provide humane lifetime care on a non-
commercial basis? 

Execute agreement and 
transfer 

Execute agreement and 
transfer 

Sell to qualified buyers Euthanasia 

Donate specimens to 
museum or research 

collection or dispose of 
by incineration 

Execute 
agreement 

and 
transfer 
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