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7.2 Definition of the technical terms used in the annotations for medicinal 
plants (Dec. 12.23 and 11.118) 
 
Results of supervisory group meeting, 19.2.2004, 18-19.30 hrs 
 
 
Members present were the Representative of North America, Canada, China, 
Germany (chair), USA, IWMC and the Secretariat.  
The supervisory group first discussed concerns that the MoU signed between the 
Secretariat and IUCN is wider than the information asked for in Dec. 11.118 (rev. 
12.23). It was felt, however, that while it is necessary to keep the report to CoP13 as 
focussed as possible, progress in this issue can only be made within the wider 
concept of the MoU. 
It was agreed that the second report of IUCN (due April, 30 2004) and the PC report 
to CoP13 should contain the following elements: 

1. Provide clear definitions of all terms used in the present annotations. 
2. Identify the taxa for which the current annotations are inadequately 

reflecting the trade. 
3. Identify those cases in which improved annotations can be easily achieved 

and make recommendations in this respect. 
4. The two guiding principles in PC 14 Inf. 3 paragraph (18) should be 

included in the report as guidance for future annotations. However, a 
caveat needs to be included that marginal commodities may nevertheless 
have a strong impact on the population status of the species and in this 
case should not be excluded.  

It was also decided that consultants should not only look into taxa with annotations 
#2, #3 and #7 but also into important medicinal plant taxa with annotations #1 and 
#8.  
Other issues which had been brought up in the plenary of PC were discussed:  

a) Results achieved in previous working groups, e.g. a set of more that 100 term 
definitions elaborated by the US Scientific Authority, are included in the 
process and form the basis of the glossary of terms requested in the MoU.  

b) It is essential to make use of existing terms used in Harmonised Code. 
c) The consultants are asked to look into the issue of “readily recognizable” parts 

and derivatives. 
d) Trade is dynamique and commodities may change. CITES has to be flexible in 

responding to relevant shifts in trade.  
e) The Chinese delegation present in the working group has stated its intention to 

annotate Taxus wallichiana and Cistanche deserticola with annotation #1 to 
bring all relevant commodities under control. 

The 2nd interim report of the consultants will be reviewed by the supervisory group. 
The report of the PC to CoP 13 will have to be approved by the PC before May 6, 
2004 in a written procedure which will be carried out by the Secretariat. 


